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NCWIT Extension Services Consultants 

NCWIT Extension Services Consultants (ESCs) 
serve undergraduate computing departments as 
they strive to increase women’s recruitment and 
retention. Members of the Academic Alliance 
are entitled to this free service if they are 
academic departments that offer a 4-year 
undergraduate computing degree. The ESCs 
have a broad range of expertise in program 
evaluation, organizational change, computing 
education, and other relevant fields. Clients who 
desire more than the free Extension Services 
may engage their consultant for a fee. Non-
clients may also contact these professionals 
regarding consultation for a fee. 
 

Emily Arms 
Educational Research and 
Consulting 
Santa Monica, CA 
Ph.D. in Social Sciences and 
Comparative Education UCLA 

Areas of expertise: Gender and education, 
single sex schooling, equity issues in K-12 as 
well as higher education, and qualitative 
methodology 
 
Contact:  arms@ncwit.org 
Tel: (310) 429-0332  
 
 

  Sylvia Beyer 
Professor and Chair 
Psychology Department 
University of Wisconsin-Parkside 
Ph.D. Social Psychology, 

University of Oregon 
Areas of expertise: women in male-dominated 
domains, women's self-perceptions, gender 
stereotypes, research design, program 
evaluation. 
 
Contact: beyer@ncwit.org 
Tel: (262) 595-2353 
Fax: (262) 595-2602 

Catherine E. Brawner 
 President, Research Triangle 
Educational Consultants, 
Raleigh, NC                       
Ph.D. Educational Research 
and Policy Analysis, North 

Carolina State University 
Areas of expertise: educational program 
evaluation using qualitative and quantitative 
methods and specializing in engineering 
education, technology education, and teacher 

education. 
 
Contact: cathy.brawner@ncwit.org 
Tel: (919) 782-4427 
 
 

Laura J. Collins 
President, Center for Research 
and Learning, Snohomish, WA 
Ph.D. Administration, Curriculum 
and Instruction University of NE 
Areas of expertise: program 

evaluation, equity issues in education, staff 
development, qualitative and quantitative 
research methodology, e.g. review of REU 
programs. 
 
Contact: laura.collins@crlnw.com 
Tel: (425)-337-2807 
 

José Cossa 
Research Associate, 
University of Texas at Austin 
Ph.D. Cultural and Educational 
Policy Studies, Loyola University 
Chicago  
Areas of expertise: qualitative and 

quantitative methods, organizational leadership 
& change, broadening participation, and equity. 
 
Contact: mozambicanscholar@gmail.com 
Tel: (315) 750-6185 
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Rebecca Dohrman 
Assistant Professor, Department of 
Communication, Maryville 
University 
Ph.D., Organizational 
Communication, Purdue University 

Areas of expertise: qualitative methods, 
organizational communication, career 
perceptions and gendered socialization 
 
Contact:dohrman@ncwit.org 
Tel: (618) 806-2315 
 

Jennifer Goodall 
Assistant Dean, College of 
Computing and Information, 
University at Albany 
Ph.D. Information Science, 
University at Albany 
Areas of expertise: women in 

computing and higher education 
 
Contact: Jennifer.goodall@ncwit.org 
Tel: (646) 388-0327 
Fax: (518) 956-8247 
 

Eugene Judson 
Director of Plymouth Research and 
Assistant Professor of Science 
Education at Arizona State 
University. Ed.D., Science 
Education, Arizona State 

University 
Areas of expertise: evaluation of NSF programs 
focusing on STEM issues 
 
Contact:eugene.judson@plymouthresearch.com 
Tel: (602) 741-1754 
 
 

Tom McKlin 
President, The Findings Group 
LLC, Atlanta, GA 
Ph.D. Instructional Technology, 
Georgia State University 
Areas of expertise: underserved 

populations in education, K-12 STEM 
evaluation, NSF grant evaluations, Mixed-
Methods 
in education 
 
Contact: tom.mcklin@ncwit.org 
Tel: (404) 788-4506 
Fax: (404) 894-9675 

Rita M. Powell 
Associate Director of Computer 
and Information Science, 
University of Pennsylvania 
Ed.D. Higher Education 
Management, University of 

Pennsylvania 
Areas of expertise: recruiting and retaining 
women in computing programs 
 
Contact: rpowell@cis.upenn.edu 
Tel: (215) 898-0051 

Michelle Slattery 
President, Peak Research, 
Colorado Springs, CO 
M.A. Applied Behavioral 
Sciences, Wright State University 
Areas of expertise: Educational 

program evaluation, qualitative and quantitative 
research methods, organizational change and 
staff development 
 
Contact: peakresearch@usa.net 
Tel: (719) 598-9038 
Fax: (719) 598-9038 
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NCWIT Extension Services Core Staff 

Lecia Barker 
Research Associate Professor, 
School of Information, 
University of Texas at Austin, 
Senior Research Scientist, 
NCWIT, Ph.D. 

Communication, University of Colorado, 
Boulder 
Areas of expertise: Research and evaluation 
of computing education and initiatives at K12, 
undergraduate, and graduate levels 
 
Contact: lecia@ischool.utexas.edu 
Tel: (512) 232-8364 
            
 

Kimberly Kalahar 
Program Manager, NCWIT 
Extension Services 
M.B.A. Regis University 
Areas of expertise: Managing 
the overall Extension Services 

project, including individual client projects 
focused both on reform and implementation of 
individual practices 
 
Contact: kimberly.kalahar@colorado.edu 
Tel: (303) 735-6004 
Fax: (303) 735-5621 
         
 
               

Joanne M. Cohoon 
Assistant Professor, Science, 
Technology, & Society Dept, 
University of Virginia 
Senior Research Scientist, 
NCWIT 

Ph.D. Sociology, University of Virginia 
Areas of expertise: post-secondary education, 
survey research methods, gender diversity in 
computing 
 
Contact: joanne.cohoon@gmail.com 
Tel: (434) 243-2143 
 
 
 

   Leisa D. Thompson 
Director of Research & 
Consulting, NCWIT Extension 
Services 
Ph.D. Higher Education 
Leadership, University of 

Nevada, Las Vegas 
Areas of expertise: online education and 
student outcomes such as employment, 
survey research methods and quantitative 
analysis, distance education issues, 
technology and higher education 
 
Contact: thompson@ncwit.org 
Tel: (210) 883-6204 
 
 
 

 
 


